
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Act 8 of 2008 (House Bill 1133) Provides Borough Officials with  
New Fire and EMS Budgeting Tools 

 
Act 8 of 2008 amends the Borough Code to confirm the authority of borough officials to 
plan and budget for fire and EMS services for their communities. It should not be viewed 
as an unfunded mandate, as it does not require boroughs to do more than annually 
evaluate the need for emergency services within the borough and the appropriate level of 
funding to meet those needs. In other words, Act 8 will not necessarily require boroughs 
to fund fire and EMS services at greater levels than they do at present.  
 
 The Act directs borough officials to meet with fire and EMS personnel to evaluate 
service needs.  These meetings would take place at least annually, in conjunction with the 
budget process. Fire and EMS organizations are required to provide borough officials 
with an itemized accounting of expenditures that were paid for out of borough 
appropriations from the previous year.  This itemized accounting must be presented 
before any additional funding can be considered by the borough.  This will prove to be an 
invaluable tool for borough officials as they deliberate budgetary requirements for the 
next budget cycle.  Note that Act 8 only requires a municipality to address service needs 
within its jurisdiction.  If a borough-based service provider also provides service outside 
the borough, then it is the responsibility of those municipalities to determine need and 
funding level for their shares of the expenses of the providers.   
 
Act 8 was introduced as House Bill 1133 because of a recommendation included in the 
Senate Resolution 60 Commission Report of 2004.  The resolution called for consistent 
language in all municipal codes to clarify the responsibility of the municipality in 
providing fire and EMS services, as well a mechanism to improve dialogue between local 
governments and emergency services providers.   
 
Act 8 clarifies that it is the responsibility of borough councils to determine the means and 
extent to which emergency services will be provided within the borough, as well as the 
appropriate funding and administrative support needed to ensure that those services are 
available.  Act 8 should result in improved communication and cooperation between 
borough officials and emergency service providers by creating better mutual 
understanding of the level of services need in the community and a clear accounting of 
the cost to provide those services.  Act 8 is effective as of May 16, 2008. If you have 
further questions about how the Act will specifically impact your borough, please contact 
your borough solicitor.   


